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E.O. 12065: GDS 2/16/88 (FRIEDMAN, T.B.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: (U) REACTION TO AN APPARENT DISAPPEARANCE 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 0851 


1. (U) THERE HAS SO FAR BEEN NO CLARIFICATION OF THE FATE OF 

ANA MARIA MARTINEZ WHO REPORTEDLY DISAPPEARED FEB. 4. 
HOWEVER, THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL NOTEWORTHY DEVELOPMENTS 
ABOUT THE CASE, WHICH HAS GENERATED AN UNUSUAL AMOUNT OF 
PRESS ATTENTION. 


2. (U) FIRST, AND MOST IMPORTANT, UNDER SECRETARY OF 

THE INTERIOR BERNARDO MENENDEZ RECEIVED A DELEGATION 
FROM A LEADING HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATION WHO CALLED AT 
HIS MINISTRY ABOUT THE CASE. MENENDEZ, WHO WAS THE 
SENIOR OFFICIAL IN THE MINISTRY AT THE TIME, RECEIVED 
A TWO-PERSON DELEGATION FROM THE CENTER FOR LEGAL 
AND SOCIAL STUDIES. CELS (AUGUSTO CONTE MACDONNELL AND 
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MARIA ANTOKOLETZ) . DURING THE TEN-MINUTE INTERVIEW, 
MENDEZ REPORTEDLY MOSTLY LISTENED TO THE DELEGA- 
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TION, BUT DID TELL THEM THAT HE HAD NO INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE CASE. SEVERAL NEWSPAPERS REPORTED THIS 
MEETING VERY PROMINENTLY, NOTING THAT IT WAS UNPRECE- 
DENTED FOR SOMEBODY OF MENENDEZ' S RANK TO 
RECIEVE A HUMAN RIGHTS DELEGATION ON SUCH A MISSION. 

3. (U) SECOND, A GROUP OF ARGENTINA'S LEADING 
INTELLECTUALS, INCLUDING ERNESTO SABATO AND JORGE 
LUIS BORGES, SIGNED A WELL PUBLICIZED STATEMENT 
CALLING FOR PROMPT INVESTIGATION INTO MAZ ' S 
DISAPPEARANCE. THE STATEMENT WAS ALSO WELL REPORTED 

EVEN IN NEWSPAPERS WHICH DO NOT NORMALLY COVER SUCH ACTIVITIES. 
IN ADDITION, A CELS LAWYER TO US THAT HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BEEN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PARTIES 
IN THE "MULTIPARTIDARIA, " LOOKING TOWARDS A PRESS 
CONFERENCE SPONSORED BY THE LATTER IN WHICH THE 
DISAPPEARANCE WOULD BE PROTESTED AND THE AUTHORITIES 
CALLED ON TO MAKE MARTINEZ'S DISAPPEARANCE THE LAST ONE. 

4. (U) THIRD, INVESTIGATORS FROM 

VARIOUS POLICE ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BEEN LOOKING INTO 
THE DISAPPEARANCE, ACCORDING TO A LAWYER IN CELS. 

5. COMMENT: MARTINEZ IS, OF COURSE, STILL 
MISSING, AND EACH DAY THAT PASSES MAKES IT LESS 

LIKELY THAT SHE WILL REAPPEAR ALIVE. MENDENDEZ ’ S RECEIPT OF 
THE CELS GROUP IS ESPECIALLY NOTEWORTHY IN THAT IT 
CAME A FEW DAYS AFTER CELS HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE 
IN WHICH IT ALLEGED THAT THE MOTHER OF A MAN WHO 
DISAPPEARED IN 1980 WAS FORCED TO SELL THE VICTIM'S 
APARTMENT AND TURN THE PROCEEDS OVER TO HIS CAPTORS, 
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WHO CELS ALLEGED WERE PROBABLY IN THE ARGENTINE 
ARMY. MENENDEZ' S ACTION WILL PROBABLY NOT SIT WELL 
WITH SOME ELEMENTS IN THE SECURITY FORCES, ESPECIALLY 
THOSE WHO LOOK TO CELS AS AN "ENEMY." AT THE SAME 
TIME, IT MAY ALSO HAVE HELPED GIVE PAUSE TO THOSE WHO 
MIGHT CONTEMPLATE DISAPPEARING SOMEBODY ELSE IN THE 
FUTURE . SHLAUDEMAN 




